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This is the spirit of the army and navy always. It is 
fundamental in military tactics that the blow shall be 
swift. No time must be wasted on reflection or on dis- 
cussion. The machine, when ready, must move at once. 
It is disheartening, therefore, to hear just now so many 
Americans crying for guns and saying: "We do not 
want war; we do not intend war," just as though na- 
tions get what they want or intend. They get what 
they prepare for. In a crisis our big army and navy, 
if created, will fall into the hands of the then dominant 
political party, into the hands of the ruling faction of 
that party, into the hands of the most energetic group 
in that faction, into the hands of the most vigorous and 
ambitious individual in that group. The people will 
have nothing to say when the crucial hour arrives. Even 
the alleged rulers will have exceedingly little to say. It 
is the men who have been trained for war who, when 
the clock strikes, leap into the saddle and draff the na- 
tion after them. That is what happened in Berlin in 
the feverish August of 1914. William II is a man of 
unusual strength, but when the army chiefs all told him 
there must be no delay, the fateful ultimatum was sent, 
and the war was on ! 

Great armies and navies are, of necessity, the im- 
placable foes of arbitral and judicial methods of settling 
international disputes. Militarists have scant patience 
with diplomatists who want to investigate and consider 
and reason. They do not care to untie knots ; they pre- 
fer to cut them." In 1908, when Bosnia and Herze- 
govinia were taken by Austria, there was no conference 
for discussion. Germany appeared in shining armor, 
and the case was settled, not by reason, but by the armv. 
Later on at Agadir, Great Britain appeared by the side 
of Prance in shining armor. The case was settled, not 
by reason, but by the navy. It was those two settle- 
ments which unsettled the world. Big armaments shove 
reason aside, and throw the purple over the shoulders of 
force. If you point a gun at me, I cannot reason. I 
fall back on my primitive instincts. If I am strong, the 
tiger in me comes to the front, and I try to knock you 
over or tear you to pieces. If I am weak, the fox in me 
becomes dominant, and I trick you if I can. Guns cut 
the nerves of arbitration. Diplomatic pressure (which 
means the pressure of 16-inch guns) is a kind of press- 
ure that squeezes out the life of justice and of liberty, 
and leaves nations irritated and revengeful. 

Great armies and great navies are a deadening, 
blighting, intolerable curse. They are a nuisance and 
a menace, a plague and a scourge. The world cannot 
breathe freely until they are eliminated. International 
diplomacv cannot be sound so long as these excrescences 
exist. World finances cannot be normal until this in- 
cubus is thrown off. Our Christian ideals cannot be 
realized so long as Csesar sits on the throne of the world. 
The mailed fist is an enemy of Christ. Shining armor 
is an abomination to God. Hague Conferences will 
make tardy progress until we escape the domination of 
the military-naval experts. Peace palaces are built in 
vain so long as competitive armaments surround them. 
The rights of humanity are never safe when propped 
up by huge engines of war. Great armaments must be 
gotten rid of. They will be when the people decree it. 
Tt is for all who love mankind to proceed to organize the 
world. Our fathers organized thirteen commonwealths 
into a Republic. The principle was sound, and the 



thirteen have increased to forty-eight. We must now 
help to organize the nations into a family to be gov- 
erned by justice and liberty and good will. It is not 
for us to adopt the stupid European policy of armed 
peace, or to train every boy to shoot, which is the old 
Pequot ideal, or to give a new lease of life to a philos- 
ophy that is Pagan and rotten; it is for us to bend all 
our energies at this crisis in history to the working out 
of a plan whereby the world's armaments shall be melted, 
and the streams of gold and brain energy now devoted 
to the multiplication of the instruments of blood shall 
be consecrated to the creation of those constructive and 
beneficent agencies and institutions which shall heal the 
running sores of the world, provide for its multitudinous 
and clamorous needs, and open the beautiful gates of a 
thousand years of peace. 



A LETTER 



Cristobal. Canal Zone, Panama, 

May 21, 1916. 
To the Editor Advocate of Peace. 

Sir : It was with mingled pleasure and pain, enthus- 
iasm and disappointment, approval and disgust, that I 
read the paralleled articles on "War, Religion, and Pre- 
paredness" in the May issue of the Advocate or Peace. 
written bv Rabbi Wise and Rabbi Schulman, of New 
York. 

It seems, indeed, strange that one who thinks he 
speaks for religion can honestly say "we should be 
listened to when we plead for justice, because of the au- 
thority" (presumably brute force and violence) "we can 
put behind our plea," Is justice, then, only what is 
established as such by force and violence? One is 
tempted to ask for the writer's definition of other terms, 
including religion. The way in which they are used 
makes it improbable that his definitions asrree even ap- 
proximately with the general understanding of state- 
ments and definitions in dictionaries. 

Again we note: "Nothing' so impresses the imagina- 
tion of the average man with the duty of service" (for 
what?) "as to make him feel early in life that he is to 
give up time for preparation, and eventually to be ready 
to lay down his life in the service of his country." 
Again one is tempted to ask for definitions of service, 
of duty, of country, and also whether the ideals of such 
are not lost by the emphasis placed on militarism and 
force. I most freely, honestly, and emphatically state 
that, when my country ceases to stand for ideals of lib- 
erty, freedom, and fraternity, and granting to other 
nations the same rights it claims for itself, there is 
nothing left in my country for which I should fight. 
And such ideals and principles of democracy, as I under- 
stand these things, are not fostered or promoted by mili- 
tarism or imperialism. And I would class the state- 
ment that "there is no contradiction between promoting 
peace and 'preparedness,' " as I understand the "prepar- 
edness" advocated by Roosevelt, Henry A. Wise Wood 
et al., as absolutely false. 

Real progress toward elimination of war and "promo- 
tion of peace" will be rapidly made if, or when, any 
leading government now engaged in armament races 
will match every dollar expended for military measures 
with another honestly and efficiently expended to edu- 



210 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



July 



cate the world as to economic uses and objects of war. 
And why not, on the same theory by which corpora- 
tions subsidize research for methods of manufacture to 
replace those demonstrated unsatisfactory, uneconom- 
ical, and inefficient? Is it not a sad reflection on the 
production and distribution systems of any country, on 
common-sense justice and on democracy, when nations 
who boast of their superiority of citizenship and of the 
natural resources of their country must insist on com- 
mercial exchange of alleged "surplus" production on 
their own terms enforced by violence? 

I most earnestly endorse Eabbi Wise's statement that 
"the recent declaration of a considerable group of 
churchmen in favor of increasing military 'preparedness' 



at this time constitutes one of the sorriest possible in- 
dictments of the church." In conclusion, I will also add 
that if statements of Eabbi Schulman and inferences 
therefrom, as I understand them, indicate accurately 
ideals of the church and religion, and that a "champion 
of peace and good will to men" can only dispense "jus- 
tice" by means of "authority" (military force and brute 
violence) then I say "to hell with the church and re- 
ligion," as they no longer mean what I have supposed 
they did. However, as yet, I believe church and re- 
ligious ideals are the more accurately stated in and to be 
inferred from the comment of Rabbi Wise. 
Most sincerely, 

F. G. Swanson. 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 



Peace on the Mexican border has been preached at 
Corpus Christi, Texas, if it has not been noticeably 
practiced in other quarters. Notice is received of a De- 
late Anual de Paz, held in the high school of that city 
on May 28 last, in which twelve Mexican boys and girls 
under 16 years of age participated, to the edification of 
a combined American and Mexican audience. The pro- 
ceedings were conducted in Spanish, and the judges 
were: Senor J. A. Fernandez, Eeverend Senor Torres, 
and Dr. Martinez, of Corpus Christi. The boy and girl 
obtaining "mayor calificacion" were awarded prizes by 
Mrs. F. M. Fox, of the Woman's Monday Club, through 
whose interest and initiative the contest was made pos- 
sible. 

. . . Among the many preparations for war now under 
way in this country is to be noted the ambitious cam- 
paign of the Committee on Industrial Preparedness, 
working in co-operation with the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, the American Institute of Mining En- 
gineers, the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
the American Society of Electrical Engineers, and the 
American Chemical Society. Through free advertise- 
ments in the leading newspapers, the committee an- 
nounces a new organization, under Government sanc- 
tion, of more than 30,000 American engineers and 
chemists, who are to make a sweeping survey of the in- 
dustrial resources of the United States. Their claim 
is that by this investigation the Government will be 
given detailed information of such a sort as to make 
victory much more assured in any war for which it 
chooses to prepare. The motto of the committee is 
""National Defense and International Peace," but it also 
employs with considerable emphasis another phrase, 
viz. : "Military Preparedness Wins the Battle, but In- 
dustrial Preparedness Wins the War." The public is 
urged to co-operate in raising up this "impregnable wall 
of defense." 

. . . Statements continually made that the Middle 
West does not support the spreading enthusiasm for 
preparedness are amply substantiated in the case of 
Kansas. In the city of Hutchinson, of that State, 
Mayor Gleadall announced official sanction for a pre- 
paredness parade to be held June 3, but only to be met 
by a storm of protest from all quarters. Petitions 



against the movement poured in immediately from 
every part of the county, and so strong an anti-mili- 
tarist committee was at once formed as practically to 
assure that the general opinion would be supported. 
Protest was also voiced by the lieutenant governor of 
the State in a public statement, in which he declared 
that "such a parade would be an endorsement of the 
kind of preparedness favored by the manufacturers of 
arms and ammunition. Kansas people, while generally 
ready to support and help pay for adequate prepared- 
ness, are not inclined to go the limit desired by the ex- 
tremists. There will naturally be much opposition to 
putting out the inference that Kansas is for militarism." 

. . . The National League for an Ail-American Cus- 
toms TTnion issues a blank petition for the use of those 
Americans who believe that something more than the 
Monroe Doctrine, A. P>. C. conferences, and meetings of 
Pan American societies are necessary for perfect amitv 
between the Americas. This is addressed to the Presi- 
dent and the Committee on Ways and Means of Con- 
gress as follows : 

"To cement the bonds of friendship with all America : to 
promote the welfare of ourselves and our neighbors, and to 
benefit alike consumers and manufacturers, we respectfully 
request the immediate passage of an amendment to the 
present tariff which will provide for the free admission of 
importations of the products of any American country 
which will admit our products free." 

Blank petitions may be obtained from Will Atkinson, 
584 Hudson street, New York City. 

. . . Armenian relief in this country receives consider- 
able encouragement through the announcement of the 
consent of the Laymen's Missionary Movement to co- 
operate with the American Committee for Armenian 
and Syrian Relief of New York City in a widespread 
campaign to raise funds for the sufferers abroad. This 
is a new departure for the Laymen's Missionary Move- 
ment, but, says the committee through its' Field Secre- 
tary, Walter H. Mallory, "the cry from Armenia and 
Syria is so urgent that the movement, -representing in 
some sense the Christian laymen of America, dare not 
turn a deaf ear to the appeal." Several officers of the 
American Peace Society are affiliated with the commit- 
tee, among them Artbur Deerin Call, Secretary, and 
Samuel T. Dutton, Director of the New York-New 



